[Immunohistochemical detection of c-myc proto-oncogene products in middle ear cholesteatoma].
Cholesteatoma epithelium is characterised by a keratinocyte dysregulation with a hyperproliferative growth and altered differentiation. In a variety of cells c-myc oncogene was found to be highly linked to the control of growth and differentiation. The expression of c-myc was studied in cholesteatoma epithelium using a monoclonal antibody directed against the 67 kD c-myc protein product and the alkaline phosphatase-anti-alkaline phosphatase-method. Furthermore for quantitative analysis we used a computer aided analysing system. In contrast to normal skin the keratinocytes of suprabasal layers showed a nuclear staining in cholesteatoma epithelium. The incidence of nuclear stainings of epithelial cells in cholesteatoma was significantly increased. Simultaneously, cytoplasmatic staining was observed in both skin and cholesteatoma with a stronger reactivity in the latter. Our findings suggest a participation of the c-myc oncogene in the reported dysregulation of cholesteatoma epithelium.